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PREFACE  
Grameena Abhivruddi Mathu Adhyayana Kendra Trust (GRAMA) was registered under          

the Indian Trust Act on 12th July 1989 and is based in the Chitradurga district of Karnataka.                 

Founded by D.M. Girijamma Rudraiah with the aim of empowering women and helping them              

gain socio- economic equality in the society, GRAMA has helped 37000 women in keeping a               

step forward towards becoming self-reliant.  

GRAMA facilitates Institution building like Self-help groups (SHGs), Village 

Watershed Management Committees, Village Farmers Committee and Tank User groups etc. to 

educate and motivate people to build sustainable solutions.  Some of the other initiatives taken 

by GRAMA are informal schooling, Microfinance, Capacity building and research activities 

relating to Dry Land Development. 

This proposal is the culmination of the work done under the two initiatives “Natural              

Resource Management” and “Informal Education System”, with the objective to create a            

replicable and self-sustainable model for the welfare of the farmers and the children in the rural                

areas.  
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Grameena Abhivruddi Mathu Adhyayana Kendra (GRAMA) is an NGO working          

towards the structural alleviation of poverty in the rural areas of Karnataka, particularly in the               

Chitradurga district. Over the years, it has developed its expertise in building people led              

institutions which work towards natural resource management (NRM) projects, financial          

inclusion, supplementing the formal educational system through informal educational initiatives          

etc.  

Chitradurga district is suffering from acute water shortage because of the low annual             

rainfall and depleted water tables. Along with these, dry and semi-arid conditions of this region,               

add to the plight of the farmers, making agriculture difficult and uneconomical. It has influence               

on other sectors like education also, because of the dependence of the families on the income                

from agriculture and related practices.  

It is necessary to introduce the local farmers to scientific agricultural practices to             

improve the yield from land and restore the water table and natural fertility of the soil. Based on                  

the above analysis we built and proposed a sustainable and replicable farmland redevelopment             

initiative project ‘GRAMONNATI’ which aims to redevelop 50 acres of farmland at a cost              

Rs 10 lacs. Its focus areas are soil conservation, water table recharge and improving vegetation               

cover.  

This proposal and its recommendations have been prepared considering various factors           

which are specific to the Chitradurga district hence, its suitability for other regions is              

unexplored. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Chitradurga is one of the major districts of Karnataka situated in the interiors of the               

state. It is situated about 200 km away from the country’s IT capital Bangalore and had a rich                  

history in the past and was an important trading location during the Vijayanagar Empire. In the                

20th century this area was known for its groundnut fields and the associated oil processing               

industries on the outskirts of this district. All these factors cumulatively led to the rise of the                 

prominence of this district in the 20th century but this growth came at a cost. 

With the climate change and intensive agricultural practices, vast stretches of land have             

become barren. As per the report of the Directorate of Economics and Statistics, at present in                

the Chitradurga district, the forest cover is less than 3.59% and about 4-6% of the total                

cultivable land has become barren. Also, the annual rainfall pattern in the district has been               

irregular over the years and currently, it receives an annual rainfall of only 441mm. It has led to                  

the depletion of groundwater reserves and at present the ground table has depleted to 400 to 500                 

feet in some areas. Thus, it has also become difficult to avail the irrigation facilities for the                 

farmers in such an agriculture intensive region. As a result, due to these constraints at present it                 

is difficult to cultivate even two crops (one rabi and one kharif) in a year on the land. 

 

Figure 1: Rainfall Pattern over the years 

It has decreased the income of the farmers and has also overstressed their land resources.               

It had implications for their family members also. Many of their children find it difficult to                
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afford quality educational services in the private institutions and as its consequence, lag behind              

other children in opportunities. 

GRAMA is a Chitradurga based NGO which identified this problem and takes up             

various initiatives for the land redevelopment initiatives (or Natural Resource Management)           

purpose to improve the fertility of the land and also restore the water table. Also, it aims to build                   

an Informal Education System in the district to help the children from the marginalized or               

underprivileged sections of the society. In this way the aim is to improve the livelihood of the                 

farmers and their dependents in this district. 

There is an inherent assumption that the adverse effects of the climate change and              

scarcity of rainfall would continue in the same manner in the near future. Hence, the proposed                

initiatives are suitable for use in dry and arid land masses only. 

ABOUT GRAMA 

Grameena Abhivruddi Mathu Adhyayana Kendra (GRAMA) was registered under the          

Indian Trust Act on 12th July 1989. It was founded by D.M. Girijamma Rudraiah and is a                 

Non-Government Organisation which focuses on the development of rural women and           

structural alleviation of poverty. It works in selected villages of Tumkur and Chitradurga             

districts of Karnataka. GRAMA facilitates Institution building like Self help groups (SHGs),            

Village Watershed Management Committees, Village Farmers Committee and Tank User group           

etc. to educate and motivate people to build sustainable solutions. Some of the other initiatives               

taken by GRAMA are informal schooling, Microfinance, Capacity building and research           

activities relating to Dry Land Development. 

Some of the long-term objectives of GRAMA are- 

● To enable women gain political and socio-economic equality by improving their           

economic status and making them self sufficient 

● To make people in rural areas aware about their rights by educating and motivating them  

● To develop sustainable organizational system as well as income generation programs by            

forming women self-help and management group 
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Figure 2: GRAMA training centre 

GRAMA executes various projects with the help of the funds from different agencies.             

The projects are mainly on Natural Resource Management including NABARD Watershed           
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Project.

 

  

Table 1: GRAMA governing board  

Total 2632 Self Help Groups (SHGs) with 36788 members were facilitated by GRAMA             

by the end of March 2019 with a total savings of Rs. 35.21/- Cr. Self Help Groups promoted by                   

GRAMA follow the concept of coming together, collecting money and saving them in the              

common back account. The money is spent later for economic improvement, this initiative has              

had a lasting impact on the lives of rural women. Under PMKVY programme ‘GRAMA’ with                

the help of ‘Labour Net’ trained 337 women of the SHGs (Self Help Groups) from various                

villages in and around Chitradurga and Challakere in leather stitching. Similarly, GRAMA            

collaborates with different institutions like NABARD Financial Services Limited (NABFINS),          
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Sl. No. Name Designation 

1 Mrs. D. M. Girijamma Rudraiah Trustee and Chief Functionary 

2 Mr. D. M. Sridhar Trustee 

3 Dr. Majan Mulla Trustee 

4 Mr. C. M. Kumara Swamy Trustee 

5 Mr. Doddachellur Matada Chandan Trustee 

6 Dr R Shankar Trustee 

7 Mrs Saroj Rao Trustee 



Rural Infrastructure Development Fund, Government of Karnataka, Jala Samvardhane Yojana          

Sangha, Bangalore to execute all the programmes. 

 

STORIES FROM THE FIELD 

Story of a marginalized farmer Thippamma Mailarappa  

Thippamma Mailarappa, the owner of the 1.19-hectare land in the Challakere district, which             

he got from his ancestors talked about the fertility of the land a few years back. He recalled the                   

good times when he used to grow two crops in a year and the yield was enough to feed his                    

family. The borewell in his field was enough for his crops. But now due to some weather                 

conditions and depleting water table, the land has turned barren and he hardly grows a single                

crop in a year which is not sufficient to feed his family. He estimated that the yield is so poor                    

now that only 60% of the time when he sows the field, he is able to grow enough crops to meet                     

his costs. 2 years ago, GRAMA as a part of its pilot project with NABARD selected an acre of                   

his land for redevelopment. The objective was to depict the benefits of these sustainable              

practices. As a part of this process, they developed structures like deep tillage and field bunds                

etc. GRAMA spent INR 20,000 on his land and the farmer reaped the benefits after a year. 

The land has become a lot more fertile as the moisture content has increased, as a result, he is                   

able to grow onions which were impossible to grow earlier. He is grateful to GRAMA and                

NABARD for their support and boosts about GRAMA in his village panchayat meetings. A lot               

more farmers are approaching GRAMA after listening to the stories of these successful farmers              

who believed in the natural resource management initiative and cooperated with GRAMA and             

NABARD for the implementation.  
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Figure 5: Crops in Thippamma’s field 

Story of the fields of Chitradurga in ‘90’s 

This story was shared by Ms Kavita District Development Manager, NABARD and has been              

associated with GRAMA. This story is not about success but about the plight of farmers in the                 

villages in and around Challakere. The story of the downfall of the oil industry in Challakere.                

The fields used to flourish with sunflowers and groundnuts and oil was exported to the rest of                 

the country. But due to globalisation and liberalisation, our country started importing groundnut             

oil from other countries at a cheaper price. Hence, the oil industry in Challakere was dead after                 

the demand fell and lots of farmers suffered.  

The prevailing government schemes and the farmers have their own way of benefitting from              

these. To extract the maximum out of these schemes, they divide their land into parts and this                 

leads to the loss of yield. Also, farmers end up overusing the fertilisers as they get these free                  

from the government. They fail to understand that the over utilisation of these fertilisers ends up                

ruining the soil’s health. They get happy as they see better yield in the short run but they spoil                   

the nutrient content of the soil. In addition to this, farmers also delay the process of paying the                  

loans back, as they know the loans will be waived off after a few years as the government                  

changes. Pl click the link below for an overview of advantages of GRAMA NABARD              

initiative.  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QtrnWtdNmwY  
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ANALYSIS OF FINDINGS 

Climate risks- Some of the major climatic problems which the farmers are facing and might               

continue to face in future is the scarcity of water due to delay in monsoon. Not only the delay                   

but the ill-timing excess rains also pose problems for the farmers as that hinders their harvesting                

process. In the last few years, the amount of rainfall in Challakere has plummeted, which has                

significantly reduced the crop production and productivity, affected household food security and            

increased poverty. The average rainfall gives us a clear idea about the rainfall events that have                

occurred over a time period from 1981-2014. The average annual rainfall for 34 years              

(1981-2014) was 430mm. Nearly 19 years they had excess rainfall whereas 15 years fell under               

the deficit category. It is very difficult for the farmers to manage their crops in such less or no                   

rainfall, the situation gets worse because of the extremism in temperatures, high evaporation             

requires more water, the heat stresses the crop and results in less yield. Similarly, the extreme                

cold waves dry the crops which results in premature sowing. Current practices of dependence              

on water intensive crops will enhance the problems further. Hence, it is very important to               

educate the farmers about the weather conditions and climate topography of the region so as to                

plan their harvest better. The choice of the crops is dependent on the nature of the soil, amount                  

of rainfall in the area, temperature and lots of other factors including the financial status of the                 

farmer. An informed famer will make a well-defined plan for his harvest which would result in                

less losses as the yield would be according to his expectations. 

Non-Climate risks- Some of the non-climatic risks are high bore-well, overgrazing and            

indiscriminate ground water extraction. The excess usage of the groundwater without           

replenishing it will lead to lowering of the ground water level and reduction of vegetation cover.                

Also, the farmers tend to divide their land in several parts to extract the most out of the                  

government schemes, the fragmented land results in loss of yield which results in less income               

for the farmer. 

As a lot of government schemes provide fertilizers for free or on subsidised rates to               

these farmers, they tend to overuse the fertilisers for better yield. They think for the benefits that                 

they reap in the short run i.e. more crops. But they aren’t aware about the side effects of these                   

fertilisers on the nutrition content of the soil in the long run. 

Loopholes in the government policies- The schemes which the government boosts about,              

seem to be good while hearing about them but unfortunately the terms and conditions which               

come with them makes the life of the farmers miserable. There is a cap on the amount of loan                   
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given to each farmer and also a farmer who has already taken a loan cannot take another. This                  

compels the farmer to divide their lands into a lot of fragments amongst his children, brothers or                 

extended family. This adversely affects the quality of the produce. The MSP (Minimum support              

price) which is expected to help the farmers earn a stable income and avoid exploitation from                

the middlemen fails to support them sometimes. We met a farmer who wasn’t ready to harvest                

his grown crops because he wasn’t being offered a decent price for it. He was being paid Rs.20                  

only for 8kgs of tomatoes. He was waiting for the price to go up and didn’t harvest the                  

tomatoes.  

INITIATIVES TAKEN BY GRAMA AT PRESENT 

To help such farmers, GRAMA implemented the NATURAL RESOURCE         

MANAGEMENT projects with GOK and NABARD support. Under various watershed          

development programmes 33765.31 hectares of land has been treated with financial implication            

of Rs.24.89 crores benefiting 15089 people in the watershed areas Different techniques being             

used under this initiative to help the farmers. They were benefited by GRAMA’s guidance with               

field bunds, deep tillage, drip water irrigation, organic manure, vermicompost etc. Bunds serve             

to retain water and enable more percolation and deep tillage helps in increasing the moisture               

content and the water holding capacity of the soil. The fields are left for months without sowing                 

and then the soil absorbs lots of water in the rainy season and retains the moisture for a long                   

time. Similarly, other techniques also help in improving productivity. 

But these projects were run as a pilot project on some of the selected fields because of                 

the paucity of funds, NABARD played a major role in the implementation of these techniques. 

There are a lot of farmers who are seeking help from the government and institutions               

like NABARD, and GRAMA is a facilitator. We have made an estimate of the cost of these                 

techniques and devised a model GRAMONNATI to give a structured approach to this initiative. 

The proposal 

Land redevelopment (or Natural Resource Management) initiatives 

In Chitradurga district, the prime objective of the Land Redevelopment Initiatives were to – 

i. Enhance the soil fertility 

ii. Rejuvenate the water table 

iii. Limit soil erosion and promote soil conservation practices 
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Based on our secondary research, unstructured interviews and brainstorming sessions          

with the GRAMA team and other stakeholders, we developed a land redevelopment initiative -              

‘GRAMONATHI’. 

Key characteristics of this initiative are  as follows –  

1. Fifty acres of land was selected as a unit to be redeveloped. This model could be                

replicated in the same fashion across other landmasses. 

2. The activities to be taken up after consultation with all the stakeholders in a 50 acres plot                 

are as follows –  

I. Activities for water table recharge – 

i. Field Bunds (FB) - These are boulder and pit like structures constructed            

on the field periphery. 

Benefit – It improves the water infiltration into the soil and helps in soil              

to retain the moisture. 

ii. Water Weirs (WW) – These are the structures meant to limit the surface             

runoff of the water 

Benefit – It reduces the submergence and damage to the crops due to             

water runoff. It also limits the soil erosion. 

iii. Drainage Line Treatment (BC, RC and LBS) – These are large slab            

like structures to slow down the surface runoff and induce sedimentation           

in the field. It is meant to reclaim the land degraded by soil erosion. 

Benefits – It reduces the velocity of the rain water runoff and allows the              

sediments to settle on the land. This fresh sediment improves the soil            

fertility and restores the fertility of the degraded land. 
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Figure 7: A previously built LBS structure by GRAMA 

 

II. Activities for improving vegetation cover -  

i. Forest Plantation – These plants (wild plants) are planted on the           

periphery of the fields which provide shade to the farmers and also, serve             

as fodder for the cattle.  

Benefit – It checks soil erosion through wind and surface runoffs. 

 

ii. Bund Plantation (Horticulture Plants) – It is meant to strengthen the           

previously described bund structures. It retains or holds together the soil           

in that structure. 

Benefit – Improves the life of field bund structures, helps in bio            

diversification and helps to generate additional income for the farmers. 
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Figure 8: Bund plantation in a nearby field 

III. Soil Health and Productivity Enhancement Activities –  

i. Tank Silt Application – It involves extraction of fresh silt from nearby            

water bodies and its deposition in the fields degraded by excessive           

irrigation. 

Benefit – It improves the soil texture, moisture and infiltration rate. 

 

ii. Deep Tillage – In it the soil is turned and the lower layers of the soil are                 

brought up. 

Benefit – It improves the water penetration rate of the soil and also             

improves its moisture retaining capacity 
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Figure 9:  Deep tillage by GRAMA in a nearby field 

 

iii. Green Manuring and Preparation of Liquid Manure – In it, organic           

ingredients like cow dung, agricultural waste etc. are promoted to be used            

as fertilizers by the farmers. It reduces the reliance of the farmers on the              

artificial fertilizers and improves the natural fertility of the soil. 

Benefits – Restores the natural fertility of the land and minimizes the            

expenditure on fertilizers. 

 

iv. Vermicompost – It is for the farmers having cattle. In it, earthworms are             

used to process the cow dung in a tank and this processed dung is applied               

in the field. 

Benefit – Reduces the cost of cultivation, improves the micro organic           

activity in the soil and improves the moisture holding capacity of the soil. 
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Figure 10: A vermicompost tank with a GRAMA affiliated local farmer 

IV. Activities ensuring sustainable farming and nutritional security –  

i. Integrated Farming System (IFS) – It is a risk mitigating activity in            

which farmers are provided suggestions to grow different crops in          

different patches of land such that in case of drought, it’s not a complete              

loss for all the farmers. 

Benefit – Risk mitigation, employment generation and income generation         

throughout the year. 

ii. Azolla Cultivation – It is a variety of fodder crop which is a rich source               

of nutrients for the cattle. It is a rich source of nutrients and minerals              

which can lead to the reduction of deficiency in the cattle 

Benefit – Fodder for cattle and improves the nitrogen content in the soil             

and also reduces the cost of cultivation. 

iii. Kitchen garden – It is suitable for farmers living close to their fields. In              

it, farmers are promoted to grow different varieties of vegetables and           

flowers to support their income. 

iv. Benefit – Income support and food security for the farmer’s family.  
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Figure 11: A GRAMA supported Kitchen Garden 

Based on the suggestions by the GRAMA field volunteers and secondary research, built             

a plan for the redevelopment of the land using a suitable combination of these initiatives and                

leveraged the GRAMA reports and surveyed the local fields and farmers to know about their               

major concerns and associated cost of this modular plan.The estimated cost plan for our project               

GRAMONNATI is as follows – 
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Table 2:  BUDGET estimates for one unit of  project GRAMONNATHI 
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Detailed cost estimates for GRAMONNATI - INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT        

PROJECT for  

GRAMONNATI - INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 

   

Physical 

Programme Financial Programme in Rs. 

Sl. 

No 

Description of 

Components 
Unit Yr 1 Yr 2 Yr 3 

Unit 

Rate 

in Rs 

Yr 1 Yr 2 Yr 3 

Total 

Cost 

considere

d in Rs 

1 

Soil and Water   

Conservation 

Activities 

 

        

i 
FB1 (Only for red    

soil) 
Cmt 

1890

0 

3780

0 

3780

0 72.60 

13721

40 

27442

80 

27442

80 
6860700 

ii 
Water Weir 1 ( Full     

Repair) 
Mtr 

500 1000 1000 1268 

63400

0 

12680

00 

12680

00 
3170000 

iii BC Mtr  100 100 711 0 71100 71100 142200 

iv 
RC 

Mtr 
 100 100 1303 

0 
13030

0 

13030

0 
260600 

v 
LBS 

nos 
 50  15000 

0 
75000

0 
0 750000 

 Sub total         11183500 

2 
Improving 

Vegetation Cover 
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i 
Forest Plant 

nos 
5000 

1000

0 

1000

0 10 
50000 

10000

0 

10000

0 
250000 

ii 
Bund Plantation 

nos 
5000 

1000

0 

1000

0 10 
50000 

10000

0 

10000

0 
250000 

 Sub total         500000 

3 

Soil Health and   

Productivity 

Enhancement 

 

        

i 
Tank Silt Application   

(For Irrigated Land) 
Acre 

100 200 200 16000 

16000

00 

32000

00 

32000

00 
8000000 

ii 
Deep Tillage 

Acre 
500 1000 1000 2500 

12500

00 

25000

00 

25000

00 
6250000 

iii Green manuring nos 100 100 100 875 87500 87500 87500 262500 

iv 
Preparation of Liquid   

Manure 
nos 

100 100 100 4000 

40000

0 

40000

0 

40000

0 
1200000 

v 
Crop residue  

management 
Acre 

250 250 250 1500 

37500

0 

37500

0 

37500

0 
1125000 

vi 
Vermi Compost 

nos 
100 100 100 17000 

17000

00 

17000

00 

17000

00 
5100000 

 Sub total         21937500 

4 

Sustainable NRM,  

CCA farming  

practices &  

nutritional security 

 

        

i 
Integrated Farming  

system 
Acre 

 50  50000 
0 

25000

00 
0 2500000 
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ii 
Organic farming 

Acre 
 50  10000 

0 
50000

0 
0 500000 

iii 

Kitchen 

garden/Nutritional 

garden 

nos 

 50 50 1500 

0 75000 75000 150000 

iv 
Azolla Cultivation 

nos 
 50 50 5000 

0 
25000

0 

25000

0 
500000 

 Sub total         3650000 

5 
Project 

Management Cost 
 

        

A Personnel          

i 
Programme 

Coordinator 
nos 12 12 12 25000 

30000

0 

30000

0 

30000

0 
900000 

ii 
Technical Assistant 

nos 24 24 24 21000 
50400

0 

50400

0 

50400

0 
1512000 

iii 
Community Mobiliser 

nos 24 24 24 18000 
43200

0 

43200

0 

43200

0 
1296000 

iv 
Village Level  

Worker/Lady social  

worker 

nos 36 36 36 12000 
43200

0 

43200

0 

43200

0 
1296000 

v Data Entry Operator /    
Accountant 

nos 12 12 12 15000 
18000

0 

18000

0 

18000

0 
540000 

B Infrastructure         0 

i Office rent nos 12 12 12 5000 60000 60000 60000 180000 

ii 
Computer and  

Printer 
nos 1   40000 40000   40000 
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iii Furniture & Fixture LS 1   25000 25000   25000 

c Overheads         0 

i 

Travel costs for all    

Staff except Data   

Entry Operator 

unit 12 12 12 25000 
30000

0 

30000

0 

30000

0 
900000 

ii Vehicle running  

Expenses 
unit 24 24 24 5000 

12000

0 

12000

0 

12000

0 
360000 

iii Telephone & fax unit 12 12 12 2000 24000 24000 24000 72000 

iv Stationary unit 12 12 12 2000 24000 24000 24000 72000 

 Sub total     
 

24410

00 

23760

00 

23760

00 
7193000 

 
GRAND TOTAL 

     

24410

00 

23760

00 

23760

00 
44464000 



The preparation of the proposal and conclusions 

The students from the Department of DoCC, SPJIMR, Mumbai and GRAMA made a             

thorough research, which helped in getting familiar with the difficulties which people in rural              

parts of our country face. We have experienced situations which have changed the way we               

perceived farming to be. The field visits and interactions with the farmers have made us more                

empathetic towards the plight of the farmers. This experience has shown us the ground realities               

and the operational difficulties which an Indian farmer faces. After interacting with the farmers              

and thorough analysis of our work done, we have come to the following conclusions- 

● Over 58 % of the rural households depend on agriculture as their principal means of               

livelihood and around 39% of the farmers commit suicide due to debts, crop failure due               

to natural calamities, family problems, illness (drug abuse or alcoholic addiction),           

poverty and property disputes. Also, 8% of the farmers commit suicide because of loans              

taken from money-lenders or non-financial institutions. Indian politics and the voting           

patterns have caused this pitiable condition of farmers by not implementing the schemes             

made for these farmers and by not spending the budget allocated to these farmers. Thus,               

the farmers are stuck in the vicious circle of poverty even after working hard throughout               

their lives irrespective of the weather conditions. 

● Apart from the loopholes in the government schemes, farmers are also distressed            

because of the extreme climatic conditions. Some of the regions are highly vulnerable to              

extreme weather events like floods and droughts which lead to massive soil erosion and              

crop failure. A lot of NGO’s come to help these farmers but fail to cater to all because of                   

the mismatch in the demand and supply of funds. 

● The problem is not only in the production process but in the supply chain management               

process. There should be a fair market and a country wide supply chain so that the                

farmers are not fooled by the middlemen. These farmers don’t take up smart farming              

because of small and fragmented land holdings, lack of capital and overgrowing a few              

crops due to MSP. Some NBFCs believe that giving credit in rural India makes the               

situation even worse because no returns are generated. 

● Most of the farmers take loans for their field and crops, already burdened with multiple               

loans they end up ignoring the need of their child’s education. The income is usually               

consumed in basic survival making education a not so important facility to spend on.              

Also, the parents see no such improvement in their kids who attend the government              

school, therefore, they stop sending them there. This way the number of dropouts             
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increase as the kids also do not have much inner motivation to attend school. Many a                

time, it is the student who decides to discontinue because of lack of interest in whatever                

the teacher teaches as she picks her own pace without ensuring whether the kid grasped               

the subject or not. 

● The way of teaching is very primitive in the rural schools whereas the urban schools are                

in the process of adopting new technology and are revamping their curriculum every             

now and then so that the students deliver better performance. It is creating a divide               

between the rural and urban children and might fuel undue high levels of migrations in               

future  

● Intergenerational illiteracy and poverty is a major hindrance in the betterment of the             

livelihood of underprivileged communities as, for a child growing up in such settings,             

there is no benchmark to follow for a very major portion of their childhood and after a                 

certain age, there is also no point of return for them in this regard 

● Government policies are often driven to cure the symptoms and are often myopic with              

inadequate emphasis on the root causes of the problem. It primarily arises because of the               

top-down approach of policy making  
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GRAMA Grameena Abhivruddi Mathu Adhyayana 

Kendra 

NRM Natural Resource Management 

IES Informal Education System 

FB Field Bunds 

WW Water Weir 

LBS Long Boulder Structure 

RC Reinforced Catchment 

BC Boulder Catchment 

IFS Integrated Farming System 

CCA Climate Change Adaptation 
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